
This past year has been a good one for

Calcutta House...  it has been a year full of

hope, progress, transition and change.  

This year marks our first full year of operation at Serenity Court, our new

nine-bed facility dedicated to the care of our most fragile residents. There,

we have seen miracles – as residents thought close to death at admission

return to life. Others, frail and suffering from AIDS and the scars of 

lives lived on the fringe of society, have found solace and peace in their

final months.  The sun filled rooms, dedication of staff and spirit of our

residents make it a very inviting, warm and comfortable place.  

Independence Place, our 18-bed “flagship” facility at 1601 Girard Av e n u e

is now more active than ever, as residents come and go to classes and

activities in the community, or gather with one another, volunteers, family

and friends.  It is heartening to note that this facility, designed ten years

ago to care for individuals in need of end-stage palliative care, is now the

home of many whose lives have virtually come full circle.  Where once,

Calcutta House was the last home for many, we now see larger and larger

numbers of residents successfully transition to independence and a new

place to live in the community (see story and graphic, pages 2 and 3).

Others, whose frailty and often multiple disabilities prevent them from

independent living, benefit amazingly from our programs and care and

lead active lives in spite of their conditions.  

This year also marks new trends and challenges for us. When Ca l c u t t a

House first opened its doors in 1987, we had no female residents with

AIDS.  Yet after working for several years with an increasing numbers of

women, and witnessing dramatically different mortality rates for our

female residents relative to their male counterparts, we have come to 

recognize a number of factors which increase the vulnerability, and 

diminish the ability to thrive for women with AIDS.  To address this

health disparity, we have recently launched efforts to create our Wo m e n ’ s

Health Initiative, an intensive, holistic, physical and behavioral health

approach to helping our female residents overcome the damage inflicted

by years of abuse, dependence, homelessness and shattered families.

To keep pace with our growth and programs, our staff has also changed

and grown.  This past September, we welcome former Board member

Bruce Flannery, a veteran of 15 years in HIV services and advocacy, as our

new Director of Development.  His energy, vision and dedication to our

mission will position us to move effectively into the future.  And as we

plan for that future, we look forward to continuing our work in the com-

munity by responding to the complex health and psychosocial needs of

the courageous men and women who call Calcutta House their home.

The quality of their lives is a reflection of your good will.  I hope we will

continue to merit your faith and support.

Warm regards,

Steve M. Peura

Executive Director
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Where once, Calcutta House was the last home 

for many, we now see larger and larger numbers of

residents successfully transition to independence 
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JOIN US FOR A

SPECIAL SUNDAY

BRUNCH & SILENT AUCTION

TO BENEFIT CALCUTTA HOUSE

…….
SEE INSERT INSIDE FOR

DETAILS

SAVE THE DATE
SUNDAY, APRIL 23, 2006

RESERVE YOUR TICKETS NOW!

. . . a year of h o p e, p ro g re s s, 

t r a n s i t i o n and c h a n g e.

A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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The very long journey of one man from 
Zambia to Calcutta House
A native of Zambia, Charles N’s journey to Calcutta House was not an easy

one.  Following the outbreak of political unrest in his country, in which

Charles’ father had once served in an earlier government, Charles’ previ-

ously comfortable life changed overnight.  He and his wife were forced to

flee to Hamilton, Ontario where they settled in 1992 and soon had two

daughters.  

In 1994, with civil unrest forcing Zambia deeper into chaos, Charles’ broth-

er was killed by the opposition and Charles was forced to return to his

homeland to take care of family business.  Unfortunately, Charles himself

was then arrested and thrown into jail by the ruling party.  Charles

remained incarcerated for four years until he and four other political pris-

oners made a daring escape during which two of the men were shot and

killed while crossing the Zambezi River under cover of darkness.  

Traveling the length of Namibia, Charles eventually arrived in

Johannesburg.  With few resources and no travel documents, Charles wife

managed to send a ticket for him to fly to New York, from which he hoped

to transit by rail into Canada.  However, at the border in the United States,

he was informed he could not travel on and would need to request asylum

in the US or he would be immediately returned to South Africa.  After five

long months of waiting in detention for his hearing, during which he  des-

perately attempted to negotiate re-entry into Canada, the Ca n a d i a n

Consulate repeatedly denied him entry, and with it the hope of reuniting

with his wife and daughters.  Ultimately, stuck between two nations,

Charles was finally granted political asylum in the US.  

Charles’ difficulties were hardly over; he next moved to Buffalo, NY and

tried unsuccessfully for years to join his wife and daughters with the help

of the US and Canadian press.  But Canadian officials stonewalled all

attempts to allow Charles to cross the border.  Settled for nearly a decade

in Hamilton, Charles’ family could visit him, but not stay in the US.  Alone,

on the wrong side of the border, he was forced by political circumstance to

accept the realities and recreate his life in the US.  Soon after, he arrived in

Philadelphia, and drawing on his university background, he found work as

a high school math teacher.

In 2003 Charles became very sick, eventually discovering that he had AIDS.

Increasingly sick, he soon found himself unable to hold down his job.  In

failing health, and without any means of support, he lost his apartment

and was forced to live in a shelter.  There, with clinical care difficult to

access, medication available to him erratically, and his sense of self rapidly

eroding, Charles life seemed over. 

Just when it seemed things could get no worse, Charles visited a city health

clinic where a social worker recognized that his living situation was killing

him.  Familiar with Calcutta House, she arranged for him to come for an

i n t e r v i e w, where our nursing and social work staff recognized that Charles

was a miracle waiting to happen.  

Almost immediately after admission, Charles gained strength and confi-

dence.  He made friends easily, grew in spirit, and with regular meals, med-

ications and the support of staff and his fellow residents, he embarked on

a new journey.  Within months, he had completed a computer training pro-

gram at the Comcast Center at Project Home, where he soon hopes to

become an instructor.  He purchased a bicycle for $8, and began traveling

throughout the city. 

To d a y, after spending less than a year with us at Calcutta House, Charles is

living independently, the newest tenant in our subsidized apartments.  Ye t

despite the many losses, setbacks and insurmountable challenges he has

faced over the years, Charles attitude is remarkably positive, his outlook

bright.  Says Charles, “Throughout my ordeals of politics and separation, 

I never lost hope, never lost sight of my goals and dreams. Yet of all the

mountains I was forced to climb over the last 15 years, only AIDS was able

to take that hope from me.  Calcutta House restored me.  I am thankful

that I was able to come here, and learn to live again. I can now 

dream again.” 

“I can now dream again.”

Charles remained incarcerated for four years until he and four 

other political prisoners made a daring escape during which two of

the men were shot and killed while crossing the Zambezi River. . .

After five long months of waiting in detention for his hearing, during

which he  desperately attempted to negotiate re-entry into Ca n a d a ,

the Canadian Consulate repeatedly denied him entry, and with it the

hope of reuniting with his wife and daughters. 

Charles purchased 

a bicycle for $8, 

and began traveling

throughout the city. 
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Motivated by health and safety concerns, and after years of having a policy

allowing smoking only in the common room at Independence Place, the

name now given to our main facility on Girard Avenue, Calcutta House 

officially went smoke free effective July 1, 2005.  

H i s t o r i c a l l y, a significant number of Calcutta House residents have 

been cigarette smokers—not a big surprise in light of many residents’

background.  And though residents must be substance free to gain 

admission to Calcutta House, cigarette smoking has been and remains 

a permissible activity.  Of course, nowadays only so long as it is limited 

to the large deck on the rear of the building.

To soften the blow of the change in “rules,” Sister Kate McManus, our

Occupational Therapist, arranged for Mercy Hospital’s Cynthia Wright, RN,

to provide a smoking cessation class in advance of the change.   The class

was attended by four residents, one of whom remains smoke free to this

d a y.  And in an effort to build on this success, Sister Kate recently repeated

the class, with even more takers.  

Though virtually all staff and many residents were in favor of the move,

Steve Peura, Executive Director, admits to having early trepidation about

the initiative.  “I was concerned that for those long term residents who

smoke, the change might be unappreciated—even actively ignored.  This

is, after all, their home . . . but owing to the timing, preparation, smoking

cessation class and recognition among residents that smoking is bad for

both themselves and others, the transition went incredibly smoothly. ”

Added Associate Director Kim McGrory, “In a community like ours, with

adults of many backgrounds, experiences and lifestyles, there are times

when life presents its challenges. But our common understanding is 

that this is a community, and that we must accommodate others’ needs.

Being respectful of our mutual “air space” was not a foreign concept for

Calcutta House residents.  Ultimately, this is a welcome change.” 

Watch for news as not just our residence, but also our residents, go 

smoke free!  

Smoke Free Calcutta House!

BEFORE, DURING AND AFTER,
Resident Data Points to Life After Calcutta House

data collected through December 31, 2005
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N E W S L E T T E R
s p r i n g 2006

Three Volunteers, More than 50 years of Service

Since our founding Calcutta House has been fortunate to receive generous

support from a large cadre of volunteers.  This diverse group ranges in age

from high school students to senior citizens, and pretty much covers the

map in terms of experience and background, united by the common belief

that by helping, they are themselves helped.    

Richard Rasmindyra and his partner were living a half block away from the

original Calcutta House in University City when they decided to volunteer

here after reading about Calcutta House in an article in the Philadelphia

I n q u i r e r. Every other Friday they would cook and serve dinner, then spend

some quality time with the residents, whose favorite foods were sure to

appear on the menu shortly after their arrival at Calcutta House. Given our

growth over the years, dinner preparation has outgrown their kitchen, but

they continue to this day to provide homemade desserts for our residents

at Independence Place and Serenity Court once a month.

Shortly after her brother Thomas died from AIDS-related complications in

1987, Diane Bones began volunteering at Calcutta House. Diane wanted 

to find a hands-on means of  providing support to those living with

HIV/AIDS to honor the memory of her brother.  So once a month she

cooked a meal for residents to ease the burden of meal prep on the small

staff.  Though Calcutta House a monthly dinner has grown beyond Diane’s

budget and abilities, her commitment never stopped. To this day she con-

tinues to provide our residents with monthly desserts that she personally

bakes and puts in her refrigerator with a “Hands Off” sign for her hus-

band. Diane is grateful for Calcutta House, she enjoys seeing the residents

and it makes her feel good to do it.

Since 1988, members of the congregation of St. Thomas Episcopal Church

of Whitemarsh have prepared breakfast on the last Saturday of every

month at Calcutta House, thanks to the vision of Avery Tatnall, who started

the St. Thomas ministry at Calcutta House. At the time Avery had been

tutoring in a prison in Montgomery County and wanted to extend her per-

sonal ministry and reach out to those less fortunate and in need.  She

recruited a group of volunteers to cook, serve and spend time with the resi-

dents and staff.  Over the years, friendships were forged and grew over

breakfast. And each time that Calcutta House relocated or expanded, the

ministry took on a larger role, deciding to prepare and serve holiday meals

for the residents. In November, following Avery’s decision to move South,

the residents and staff honored Avery for her 17 years of dedicated service

to Calcutta House. “I will always treasure my years here,” Avery recently

said. “The time I spent with the residents was, and remains, a deeply

meaningful part of my life.”  Though Avery has moved on, St. Thomas

remains a part of the Calcutta House family. 

Calcutta House wishes to extend our sincere thanks to all of our volunteers

for your continued support. Whether you cooked a meal, baked desserts,

answered phones, assisted residents to appointments, held a hand or

became a companion to the residents and staff, your compassion and

service have never gone unnoticed.  

If you are interested in volunteering at Calcutta House, please call Rose

Dorvil at 215-684-0480 or register online at www. c a l c u t t a h o u s e . o r g .

Since 1988, members of the congregation of St. Thomas

Episcopal Church of Whitemarsh have prepared breakfast on

the last Saturday of every month at Calcutta House

Volunteers Making A Diference
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2004-2005 ANNUAL R E P O R T

This past year has been a good one for

Calcutta House, and as this Annual Report

to the community demonstrates, 

it has been a year full of hope, 

progress, transition and change.  
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July 1, 2004 - June 30, 2005

We recognize and thank the
following individuals and
organizations for their finan-
cial support for the ongoing
operations of Calcutta House:

Major  Donors
Joe Drennan
Pamela R. and Kenneth B. Dunn
Jet Foncannon
Dr. Janet Hines
Robert F. Margolskee
W. Gowen Mitchell
Ann Marie Ritchie
Edward and Jodi Seibert
Larry Silver
Steve M. Peura
Joseph Stimmler
Quentin C. Sturm
Michael Subak
Joseph Virdone
Robert E. Wilkinson
James Witek M.D.

$501 to $999
Lawrence R. Benjamin
Joseph Huddy
John Huddy
Joseph Huddy, Jr.
Oliver Johnson II
Jacob Malikkal
Shawn Marcell
John B. Neff
Keith Rice
David Roarty
Ken Simbiri
Kevin Vaughan
William Wade
John Whitaker
Scott M. Wilds

$201 to $500
Ronald Annett
John Braidi
Kevin Davies
Elmer W. Davis
Andrew Dobron
Donald Duclow
Dennis Egen
Vince Gallagher
John Geronimo
Iris A. Hammarquist
Patricia Hare
William Keane
Gordon H. Kuhn

Mary Ann Malone
John McGowan
Margot Palley
Bernadette A. Savage
Marykay Scarlett
Linda Slatcher
Terry Peura
Delores Ann Ryan
Andrew Stone
E.J. Van Scott
Gregory and Sue Weinstein

$1 to $200
George Ahrens
Andrea L. Allen
George Allen
Anonymous
Anonymous
Carolyn H. Asbury
Ruth Ashman
Mary Baillie
Harriet and Wister Baisch
Emma J. Baldwin
James Beirne
Ray Benjamin
George Benson
Michael Bergels
Sylvia Blank
Ann Young Bloom
Diane Bones
Noel and Sharon Boother
Josephine Borie
Elizabeth Bradley
Gerald Brenner
Sean D. Brown
Robert L. Brown
Helen Bullock
Daniel Bupp
Christina Bupp
Beth Burkhardt
Roger Burnett
Cass Byrne
John Cahill, Jr.
Francis Carbine
Roslyn Carson
Donald Carter
Gladys Casale
Mary T. Cavalier
Thomas Cavanaugh
Josephine Ceccoli
Dominic Cermele
Leah Chaplin
Matthew T. Ciciarelli
Christine Cloney
Issac Clothier, IV
Patricia F. Colket
Mary V. Connelly
Thomas Conroy

Joyce L. Cook
Woodward W. Corkran, Jr.
Joseph Costello
Doris Crawford
Robert Cromley
Julia Cugnini
Jennifer Daniels
Kathleen Daniels
John Day
Jean Delferro
John Dennis, OSF
Sankar R. Devarpiran
Keith DeVries
Marcella Deysher
Vincent DiFrancesco
James Discher
James Dougherty, Jr.
Thomas Dunleavy
Anna Durbin
Avi and Judith Eden
Vivienne Ehret
Patricia Ellison
John Erickson
Alfred Esposto
Tullio Falini
Helen Faust
Brewster Fay
Morris Feinberg
James H. Feldman
Frank Finn
Bruce Flannery
Bruno Flego
Christian Focht
Janet A. Focht
Christine Forke
Lesley Fredericks
Wilfrid Frisby
Joseph Gallagher
Charles Gallagher, III
Margaret Gavin
Marcia Gelber
Donna George
William Gibbons
Rebecca Gilbert-Mee
Robert Gillin
Mary Ellen Gilroy
Kathleen M. Glinski
Mary Lou Grady
Lisa Guercio
James Haley
John J. Hall
Phyllis C. Hall
Kevin Hammond
Paul Hannum
John and 

Susan Hansen-Flaschen
Sophia and Tom Hanson
Kevin Harty

Donors To Calcutta House
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Steven Hays
Dorothy Marie Heil
Matthew Heim
Stephen Herbert
David Herbst
Elizabeth Hoffman
George Holmes
Antoinette S. Holmes
John Huddy
Joseph Huver
Selena Imgrund
LeRoy Irvin
Maryanne Janavich
Maria Janco
Jacqueline Jefferson
Helen L. Jennings
Renee D. Jones

Beth Medoway Kagan
Charles Kaplan
Gina Kaplan
Katseye Studio
Anna Mae Kattner
Tunde Kazeem
Gordon L. Keen, Jr.
Kevin Keenan
Mary A. Kerner
Enid Koski
Nancy E. Krody
Augustus Kutche
Brian Lago
Susan Lander
Catherine Landherr
Henry Langsam
Kathleen Lapszynski

Sources Of Income - Total $2,123,959

Expenses - Total $2,221,641

Statement of Financial Position: 
June 30, 2005

ASSETS

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash and Cash Equivalents $   682,616
Accounts Receivable $   426,202
Prepaid Expenses $     36,954

Total Current Assets $  1,145,772

PROPTERTY & EQUIPMENT
Buildings $ 4,269,379
Equipment, Furniture & Fixtures $    566,673
Vehicle $      58,259

$  4,894,311
Less: Accumulated Depreciation (    951,494)

$ 3,942,817

OTHER ASSETS
Deposits $       2,366

Total Assets $ 5,090,955

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable $      14,588
Accrued Expenses $      17,016
Refundable Advance $          850

Total Current Liabilities $      32,454

OTHER LIABILITIES
Notes Payable $ 2,013,089

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted $ 2,341,215
Unrestricted – Designated $  500,000
Temporarily Restricted $   204,197

$ 3,045,412

Total Liabilities & Net Assets $ 5,090,955

The accounts and records of Calcutta House are audited 
by certified public accountants, whose report is available 

for inspection at our office located at 
1601 West Girard Avenue, Philadelphia, PA.
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Joy Lavalley
Francis Reiner Lax
Brenda Lazin
Elaine Lee
Chris Lorlovick
Richard Lowe
Oswaldo E. Lugo
Anthony Lyle
Sally D. Mack
John E. Malone
Isabel-Lee Malone
Korah T. Mani
Harris Mann
Helen Mansfield
Donald J. Manz
Cecelia Martin
Elissa Marzucco
George Matysik
Danielle McAvoy
Mark McCabe
Renee McCann
Glenn McClelland
Barbara Brown McClenahan
Ellen A. McCrane
Mary McDonough
Matthew McGill
Kathleen McGinley
Thomas McGovern
Marie A. McGowan
John McGrath
Kevin and Catherine McGrory
Kim and Bryan McGrory
Kevin and Casey McGrory
Duke McLaughlin
James McManus
John McShea
Ellen McSwiggan
J. Bridget Meehan
Edward Michalowski
Jay A. Michalowski
Gladys Miller
John H. Millway
Francis Moffatt
William Moffatt
Mary Montague
Constance Moore
Christine D. Moore
Guido Moretti
Robert C. Morhard
Samuel Morris, Jr.
David Morrison
Joseph Mugford
Doris Mulberger
Patricia Murdock
Steven Murdock
Joseph C. Murray
Mike Neff
John B. Neff
David Nicodemus

Audrey Noble
Clare Novak
Nazareno Novi
David O’Brien
Robert O’Neill, Jr.
Robert Oppenheimer
William O’Toole
Christopher and Debra Pacitti
James A. Pacitti
Staci L. Pacitti
Priscilla Bradshaw Page
Anthony V. Parassio, Jr.
Patricia Patrizi
Jane E. Patullo
Bani Paul
Mary Ann Peacock
Eleanor Peck
Winifred Peirce
Faith Peura
Alan Peura
Barbara Ann B. Peyton
Louis Polakoff
Letitia Principato
Ellen Purdy
Elba M. Quirindongo
Gretchen Raichle
Delores Rebusem
Sylona Reddi
Nina Rehrig
Harry Reiff
Stephen T. Reilly
L. Isobel Rigg
Nathaniel M. Robinson
Pedro Rodriguez
David Romine
Richard Rose
Margarita Rose
Lisa Rose-Witherspoon
Laura Rossi
Stephanie Sabatino
Carmen Sanchez
Patricia Saybolt
John Schott III
Ingeborg Schuster
Deborah Seitrit
Monsignor Timothy Senior
Christina Sexton
Joseph T. Sheridan
Nancy Shils
Jennifer Shuck
Donald Simons
Gleniece Skinner
Linda Slatcher
Donald Smith
Albert Smith
David Spence
John P. Spielman, Jr.
William Sponseller
Mark Stayer

Kathleen Steele
Carl Steele
Mark Stevens
Helen Stewart
David Strawbridge
Anne Sullivan
Liz Sur
Frank Sylvestry
Rosemarie Taima
Alice Talone
Richard Taylor
Margaret Thaw
Lynn Thomas
John Thomas
Suzanne Thompson
Daniel Tomko
Joseph R. Tunney
John C. Van Horne
Susan Vanderburg
Nicholas Vecchione
Valerie Wakefield
Mary Wallace
Monsignor David Walls
Meredith Ward
Cynthia Watson
Gerald Weales
Anne M. Webb
Jerry Welch
W. A. Weller
Ruth Westkaemper
Gregory Williams
John Wineland
William Yoke, Jr.

Civic
Dignity-Philadelphia

Corporations
Citizens Bank
GlaxoSmithKline
Heatlh Ink Communications
Kenneth W. Murphy 

Funeral Home
Lockheed Martin ECSF
MAC AIDS Foundation
Merck & Company 
SEI Workplace Campaign 
The Ceramic Shop
The Restaurant School 

of Walnut Hill College
Union Bank of California
Verizon Foundation
Wachovia Bank 
Your Part-Time Controller

Foundations
AIDS FUND
Bellman Allan Trust
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Broadway Cares/Equity 
Fights AIDS

Danellie Foundation
First Hospital Foundation
Siemens Caring Hands 

Foundation
The 1957 Charity 
The Barra Foundation, Inc.
The Claneil Foundation
The JDB Fund
The Joseph Kennard 
The Morris Charitable Trust
The Patrica Waldron Fund
The Patricia Kind Family 
The Pew Charitable Trusts
The Philadelphia Foundation

In-Kind
Anonymous
Toni Banet
Serena Blanco
Diane Bones
Maurice Brodsky
Antonia Cardoso
Thomas Cavanaugh
Sue Mi Cha
Philadelphia Urban League

Community
Michael Conway
Janette Cooper
Tabernacle Church
Daughters of Isis
Virginia Deacon
Jack Grollman
James Hendricks
Barry Hersh
Craig Hindman
Lois Horowitz
Elizabeth Kane
David Kravitz
Eileen Kravitz
Susan Lander
Dr. Joan Mack
Mildred Magil
Albert Miller
Steven Morgan
Dr. V. S. Naiken
Herbert Ostroff
Steve M. Peura
Richard Rasmindarya
David Roarty
Pedro Rodriguez
Natalie Ruben
Resa Rudney
Kim Gregory Ryan
Paul Sacks
Mark Sigismund
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
St. Mary’s Church

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Allen Talone
Nick Talone
Top Ladies of Distinction
The National Pan-Hellenic 

Council
Universal Masonic & 

Eastern Star
Cheri Unterberger
West Philadelphia Seventh 

Day Adventist Church

In Honor Of
Blessed Mother Theresa 

of Calcutta
Chip Behr
Rosemary Connors
Timothy Murray
Steve M. Peura
Richard Rose
The Scudder Family

In Memory Of
Jim Anderson 
Hyman Yale Blank
Thomas Bones
Timothy Brooks
Viola Byrne
Amadeo D. Casale
Mark J. Connelly
Mel Contrell
Richard Esposto
C. Evans
Maryrose Foley
Donald Gephardt
Nina Hart
Robert Hart
Betty Horn
Dave Horn
Greg Howard
J.J. Huddy
James Paris Hymes
Joseph Kattner
Bill Kiefer
John Christopher Kleis
Mary E. Lilly
Harry C. Lilly, Jr.
George Longshore
Lugo-Salgado Family
Ron McCoy
John W. McGrail
Robert Murdock
Rita Shrader Novak
James O’Brien
John Romine, Jr.
John Romine, III
Laura Romine
The Honourable Mrs. Francis 

Shand Kydd

Mark Scarlett
Michael Sponseller
Ed Sullivan
Francis Sullivan
Tom Udicious
Diana, Princess of Wales
Peter Yates

Religious
Bryn Mawr Presbyterian 
Catholic Daughter 

of the Americas
Church of the Holy Comforter
Congregation of the 

Mission-the Vincentians
First Presbyterian Church 
Immaculate Conception Church
Our Lady of Ransom Church
Resurrection of 

Our Lord Church
Sacred Heart Church
St. Aloysius Church
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
St. Anselm’s Church
St. Augustine’s Church
St. Dorothy’s Church
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
St. Matthew’s Church
St. Monica’s Church
St. Philip’s Memorial Church
St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church
St. Thomas of Villanova Church
The Church of The Advent
Union Benevolent Association 
United Methodist Church

United Way
Triangle United Way
United Way of Camden 
United Way of 

South East Pennsylvania
United Way of Tri-State
United Way. Inc

We thank all those who 
continue to support us 
financially and in other 
ways throughout the year.

Please forgive us if we have 
inadvertently misspelled or 
omitted your name from 
the list.
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1987 – Calcutta House opens its doors at our original home, a rented row house 
in University City.

1993 – Calcutta House secured over $2 million and was selected by the federal
Department of Housing and Urban Development as one of five national models for
AIDS housing that would meet the needs of people at different stages of AIDS.  

1996 – Calcutta House relocated to a newly
constructed 12-bed personal care facility at
1601 West Girard Avenue     

1997-1998 – We acquired the adjacent 
abandoned house at 1607 West Girard
Avenue and raised over $500,000 to create
six new bedrooms for homeless adults with
AIDS, increasing our capacity by 50%.

1998 – Calcutta House is awarded its first GlaxoSmith-Kline Community
Impact Award for its excellence as a small non-profit making a difference 
in the community serving under served 
populations living AIDS.

1999 – Calcutta House is selected as one of sixteen projects from HUD’s
Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS Special Projects of National

Significance and secured a $1,055,500 grant to develop and operate Serenity Court, a 9-bed facility to provide
palliative care for persons with AIDS.

2001 – Secured $1,985,756 from foundations corporations, 
individual donors and federal and state sources to complete
Serenity Court. 

2002 – Groundbreaking Ceremony takes place at the
Serenity Court site. 

2003 – Construction of Serenity Court begins.

2003 – Calcutta House receives its second GlaxoSmithKline
Community Impact Award  recognizing the agency’s innova-
tive leadership as a small non-profit healthcare organization.

C A L C UTTA H O U S E: OUR TIMELINE

19 Years serving those most in need

Calcutta House has more than 19 years of experience in working with vulnerable adults with AIDS in meeting their housing, nutritional, nursing,

health, counseling, and educational needs.  By anticipating trends and adapting services to a changing world, Calcutta House has been recog-

nized both locally and nationally in the supportive housing arena for its model approach to providing, flexible, cost-efficient care.  Throughout

our history, we have been on the cutting edge of AIDS housing.  

Listed below is a timeline of how we have evolved:
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Donors Make
A D i ff e re n c e !

Calcutta House wishes to thank all those who already
contributed to us this year. Because of dedicated
friends like you we are able to provide compassionate
and quality care to those living with AIDS and lack the
resources and skills to care for themselves.

If you are able, please take
a moment to make a
donation and mail in the
envelope provided.  Or
make a secure online
donation by visiting our
website at www.calcutta-
house.org . It is not too
late to make a donation
before the end of this fiscal year, June 30, 2006!  
And you contributions are vital to our programs.

If you wish to speak to someone in regards to 
making a gift to Calcutta House or need additional
information, please contact Bruce Flannery,
Director of Development, at 215-684-0480 or 
bwflannery@calcuttahouse.org. 

Matching Gift Program
Do you wish you could increase your gift to Calcutta
House? Your employer can help you double your 
donation if they have a matching gift program.  It is an
easy process, inquire within your company, pick up the
form and mail it in with your donation. We will take
care of the rest for you!  Many of our donors have been
successful in maximizing their donation through the
matching gift program.

United Way
United Way is committed to provid-
ing financial support to nonprofit
organizations. The United Way’s
Donor Choice Program is another
way to support Calcutta House. If you
choose to give through the United
Way you can request that Calcutta
House receive your donation. Our
Donor Choice Number is: 08739

2004 – Serenity Court, a 9-bed personal care facility
opens it doors to serve the extremely medically fragile
and residents requiring hospice care.

2004 – Calcutta House is selected to receive the
Citizens Bank /NBC-10’s Summer 2004 Community
Champion Award for its service in the community and
the difference it has made in the lives of homeless
adults living with AIDS. 

2005 – Calcutta House is named a Department of
Housing and Urban
Development Special
Project of National
Significance and
awarded a grant of
$741,268 to support
services at Serenity
Court. 

Our Staff-at Work & Play with Residents
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Your Money at Work...

With your gift to Calcutta
House you can provide our resi-
dents the following services
and opportunities:

$15 provides recreational activity for an entire month for a resident (bowling,
movies, cultural events, etc).

$25 provides a resident meals and snacks for a full week.

$30 provides transportation to and from medical appointments, counseling
and other outside activities for one month per resident.

$80 provides a resident with heat and hot water for one month.

Board of Directors
July 1, 2004 – June 30, 2005

David Romine, Esq., President
Sr. Suzanne Thompson, RSM, 

Vice-President
Shawn Marcell, Treasurer
Kevin Vaughan, Secretary
Joe Drennan, Member At-Large, 

Executive Committee
Leslie Hayes, Member At-Large, 

Executive Committee
Rev. Rodger C. Broadley
Margaret Brock
Thelma Cretchfield
Jennifer Daniels, Esq.
Bruce Flannery
Stephen Gluckman, M.D.
Suzanne Harmon
Sr. Eileen McGowan, RSM
Jason Olim
Steve M. Peura
Ellen Purdy
Martin D. Sellers
Liz Sur, Esq.


