
This summer we will celebrate the
second annual Calcutta House

Day, a new tradition started last year
when Philadelphia Mayor John F.
Street proclaimed June 27th, 2002
to be “Calcutta House Day” in the
city of  Philadelphia. We will mark
the day this year with 1000 Points
of Hope, by launching 1000 white
balloons to raise awareness about the
work done by Calcutta House, and to
raise much-needed money to help with
the construction and maintenance of
Calcutta House III, a new facility to
serve people seriously ill and dying
from AIDS. 

The balloons are made of
biodegradable natural latex, specially
selected to conform with strict environ-
mental standards set by the XXX
XOOOO to protect the plants and
animals in our region. 

You are invited to
participate! Simply return the
enclosed pledge envelope with your per-
sonal message. Next to the amount of
your donation, write “1000 Points” to
ensure proper crediting. You can also
call 215-684-0480, or log onto www.cal-
cuttahouse.org to pledge $10 or more to
have your personal message or prayer of
hope, remembrance and support for
people with AIDS placed into one of
the balloons. We hope to see you there
on June 27th., Calcutta House Day.

Calcutta House is proud to announce
the election of  four new members to

it’s Board of Directors. This influx of  tal-
ent and energy come at an important point
in the life of  our organization as we begin
the construction of Calcutta House III and
plan for the future.  Over the course of  a
two-year term on the Board of Directors,
Joseph T. Drennan, Leslie Hayes, Sister

Eileen McGowan, and Bernadette Stitt
will have the opportunity to add their abili-
ties and resources to the leadership team at
Calcutta House, and have a significant
impact on the quality of  life for our resi-
dents.

Joe Drennan brings over 30 years
of  senior level management experience to
Calcutta House, including experience on
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Calcutta House Day, June 27,th 2003
Environmentally sensitive balloon launch will mark the occasion

Introducing the newest members
of our Board of Directors



page 2 

www.calcuttahouse.org
1601 West Girard Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19130-1614
215-684-0480

Board of Directors
Kevin E. Vaughan, President
David Romine, Esq., Vice President
Sr. Suzanne Thompson, RSM, Secretary
Shawn Marcell, Treasurer
James Anderson
Rev. Rodger Broadley
Margaret Brock
Marsha Brown
Thelma Cretchfield
Joseph Drennan
Bruce Flannery
Horace Godwin
Tyrone Holland
Tamara Hopson
Helena A. Kwakwa, MD
Sr. Eileen McGowan, RSM
Martin D. Sellers
Bernadette Stitt

Calcutta House exists to serve the most
fragile persons with AIDS and to support
the self-empowerment of each person to
live as fully as their situation permits.

We provide supportive housing with 
services responsive to the individual: those
who are dying, those who are able to rebuild
their lives and move on to independence,
and those who will continue to require the
assistance of supportive housing.

We work with each person to progress
towards his/her potential and to achieve
attainable and realistic goals.

Designed, written and illustrated by Philip Simmons

the Boards of  other organizations. In his
current position at Mulberry Consulting
Group, he provides planning, marketing,
alignment, growth and implementation
solutions for small to medium-sized
enterprises. The skills he is offering to
Calcutta House as a volunteer board
member are highly sought after by busi-
nesses and other organizations. 

The Devon, PA resident became
interested in Calcutta House after learn-
ing about it from board member Shawn
Marcell, and attending the Calcutta

House 15th Anniversary Gala. “I have a
friend whose child contracted HIV, and
another personal friend who died of

AIDS several years ago. So in a number of  ways, the disease has affected my
life. ” Drennan finds that many people still do not want to acknowledge and
confront the AIDS epidemic. “We have to treat it like any other disease, and
work to find better treatments, and a cure,” he said.

After serving in Viet Nam as a Company Commander in the United
States Marine Corps, Drennan went to work for First Pennsylvania Bank, rising
to the position of  Executive Vice President over a 26-year career there. He is
especially proud of  the work he did to save the ailing institution from bankrupt-
cy, when a series of  bad business decisions jeopardized the financial standing of
the bank. “I was part of  a group of  people who stuck with the bank and
brought it back to health. We eventually organized a successful merger with
Corestates.” He noted with equal pride that he and
his wife have raised five children and put them
through college. 

He took on a leadership role as Executive
Vice President at Corestates Financial Corp., and
later Vice President at Coretech Consulting Group,
before founding Mulberry Consulting Group.

Leslie Hayes brings the professional
perspective of  someone with six years

of  direct service to the HIV/AIDS community to
the Calcutta House Board. Her current work at
Arcadia University involves conference and event
planning, campus scheduling and  management of
all large university events, and marketing for the
university as a conference site. As the former
Women’s Volleyball Head Coach at Arcadia, a win-
ning attitude led to measurable success for her team.

Hayes has particular empathy for the significant segment of  the
HIV/AIDS population who also struggle with addiction to drugs and alcohol.
As a person in recovery from alcoholism, she is well aware of  the difficulties
faced by people burdened with addiction. She was led to become involved in
serving the HIV/AIDS community when friends and acquaintances became
infected with the disease. “When I went back to school in 1991, I knew I would

Leslie Hayes
Director of  Conference Services, 

Arcadia University

Calcutta House Welcomes 
New Board Members
(from page 1)

Joe Drennan
Founding Partner of  

Mulberry Consulting Group, LLC



be personally affected by AIDS, because people with
addictions would be impacted. I was the first student at
Arcadia to do an internship helping people who have the
disease.” 

She wrote her senior thesis at Arcadia University
on women and AIDS, before graduating in 1992. She
then worked at the Northeast Treatment Center, Thomas
Jefferson Hospital and the Philadelphia Community
Health Alternative for a total of  six years, providing HIV
counseling and testing, and links between the HIV/AIDS
community and addiction treatment and needle exchange
centers. Hayes is a certified Trainer and Evaluator for
prospective HIV Prevention Counselors , and works peri-
odically for the Family Planning Council as an evaluator
in the oral component of  the examination process for
certified HIV Prevention Counselor candidates.

Sr. Eileen
McGowan, RSM

has been aware of  the
work done by Calcutta
House and of  its good
reputation since the early
years of  its existence.
Our first full-time
Executive Director, Sr.
Joanne Whitaker is a
member of McGowan’s
religious community, The
Sisters of Mercy, and Sr.
Suzanne Thompson, also
a Sister of Mercy, has
served on the Calcutta

House Board for many years. 
McGowan has first-hand experience with the

pain of  losing someone because of AIDS. Her brother, a
priest in the Archdiocese of  Philadelphia, died from
AIDS in 1991. Her awareness of  and knowledge about
the disease and its early treatment regimens increased dra-
matically as she and her family cared for him over a three-
year period. “My brother was very, very active in fighting
AIDS; as he learned, I learned too.” 

After this difficult time, in which she had to deal
with prejudice and misunderstanding about AIDS within
her dioscese, and the community at large, McGowan spent
a number of  years doing post-graduate work in Theology
at Catholic University in Washington DC (she holds Master
Degrees in Bilingual/Bicultural Education from Marywood
University, and Religious Studies from Villanova
University.) While there, she regrouped mentally and emo-
tionally while studying and providing pastorale care for
people with AIDS at the Washington Hospital Center. 

Upon returning to the Philadelphia area two
years ago, McGowan decided to accept the invitation to
join the Calcutta House Board. “I hope to connect my

work at LaSalle, with volunteering at Calcutta House.
Many students at LaSalle are dedicated to service and are
ministerially minded, and I think there is a real opportuni-
ty to develop a connection between LaSalle volunteers
and Calcutta House.” McGowan says that she is careful
not to over-commit to volunteer activities. “I suppose
that one of  the things I have to offer is consistent effort.
I try to determine what is needed and then decide what I
have to give to that need.” 

As a community volunteer and mother of
three children, Bernadette Stitt offers

Calcutta House a wealth of  concern for others rooted in
a commitment to service. The Villanova resident and
Temple University graduate (B.A. English/Biology) has
years of  experience serving community organizations as
diverse as the Gladwyne
Library, several school
boards and the Philadelphia
Zoo. “Getting involved
with Calcutta House is a
way of  taking a step outside
of my world to help others
who are in real need,” she
said. “ We have so much
and often don’t realize it –
serving on the Calcutta
House Board of Directors
is a way of  positively affect-
ing someone’s life outside
of my community.”

Stitt is a first gen-
eration American of  Filipino descent, and had the oppor-
tunity as a child of  traveling with her parents in Southeast
Asia. She says that this experience gave her an apprecia-
tion of  how lucky many people in America are, and how
much we have to give to our own less fortunate neigh-
bors. One of  her priorities as a board member will be to
help Calcutta House reach potential supporters in the
affluent suburbs around Philadelphia. “People out here
have a lot of  goodwill, and would love to help an organi-
zation like Calcutta House if  they were made aware of  its
professionalism, reputability and very existence.”

Stitt learned about Calcutta House through
another volunteer, when she was invited to serve on the
15th Anniversary Gala Committee. “I was thrilled to
serve on the Gala Committee. Even the first time I visit-
ed the house on West Girard Avenue, I could sense the
warmth and love that is the strongest asset of  the organi-
zation.” AIDS has impacted her life through the loss of  a
college friend, a former employer and a childhood school-
mate. In addition to her other responsibilities, Stitt has a
mini-career (which she calls a “hobby”) as a commercial
actress in industrial videos. 

Sr. Eileen McGowan
Campus Minister, Theology Professor,

Lasalle University
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Bernadette Stitt
Community Volunteer, Homemaker
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AIDS FUND
All Saints' Episcopal Church, 

Norristown, PA
Helen D. Groome Beatty Trust*
Bellman Allan Trust
Bishop McHugh 

Regional High School, 
Cape May Courthouse, NJ

Broadway Cares Equity 
Fights AIDS

Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church,
Bryn Mawr, PA 

Louis N. Cassett Foundation*
Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas -- Combined 
Courts of Philadelphia

Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas, -- Court of St. 
Matthew of Mayfair, #1828

Christ Episcopal Church, 
Media, PA

Church of St. Andrew & 
St. Monica, Phila., PA

The Church of St. Luke & The 
Epiphany, Philadelphia, PA

The Claneil Foundation**
Congregation of the Mission -- 

the Vincentians
Convent of Divine Love
William B. Dietrich Foundation*
Dominican Congregational Fund,

Fanjeaux, Elkins Park, PA
First Hospital Foundation
Grace Episcopal Church, 

Hulmeville, PA
Hermits of Our Lady of 

Mt. Carmel, Phoenixville, PA
Immaculate Conception Church, 

Jenkintown, PA

Joyful Giving Program -- The 
Church of The 
Redeeemer, Bryn Mawr, PA

Merck Employee Giving 
Campaign

The Morris Charitable Trust
The Kenneth W. Murphy Funeral

Home, Philadelphia, PA
Olney Community Medical 

Mission Sisters
Our Lady of Good Counsel 

Church, Southampton, PA
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church, 

Philadelphia, PA
Our Lady of Ransom Church, 

Philadelphia, PA
The Pew Charitable Trusts
The Philadelphia Foundation -- 

Lillian Gest Memorial Fund, 
Oscar H. and E. Ida Iucker 
Memorial Fund, Belle 
Elsasser Memorial Fund, 
Delaware Valley Legacy 
Fund, and the Jennie D. 
Walton & Belle Elsasser 
Memorial Fund

The PNC Foundation
PSC Charitable Trust, Bryn 

Mawr, PA
Resurrection of Our Lord 

Church, Philadelphia, PA
Sacred Heart Church, 

Havertown, PA
St. Albert the Great Church, 

Huntingdon Valley, PA
St. Aloysius Church, Jackson, NJ
St. Anselm's Church, 

Philadelphia, PA
St. Dorothy' Church, Drexel Hill, PA
St. Hugh's Church, 

Philadelphia, PA
St. John the Evangelist Church, 

Philadelphia, PA
St. Joseph's Church, 

Downingtown, PA
St. Monica's Church, Berwyn, PA
St. Raymond of Penafort 

Church, Philadelphia, PA
St. Thomas' (Whitemarsh)  

Episcopal Church, Fort 
Washington, PA

Ss. Simon & Jude Church, 
West Chester, PA

Siemens
Sisters of Mercy, 

Merion Station, PA
Society of the Holy Child Jesus, 

American Province, 
Drexel Hill, PA

Snyder Daitz & Company, 
Philadelphia, PA

United Way of Bergen County
United Way of Burlington County
United Way of Southeastern 

Pennsylvania
United Way of Tri-State
Wayne United Methodist Church,

Wayne, PA

*Capital Support for the Calcutta III
Project.

**Operating Support for Calcutta
House (1601 W. Girard Avenue) &
Capital Support for the Calcutta III
Project.

Gifts have been made 
in honor of:

Anthony Arce, MD
Calcutta House Residents
Calcutta House Volunteers
Rafaela Colon

We recognize and thank the following for their recent support of the
ongoing operations and development of Calcutta House:

continued on page 5
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Marlene Douglas-Walsh
Nancy Gessner
Wayne Haines
Edward Harding
David Horn
Catherine Kutzler
Michael John Lyons
Medical Mission Sisters
Sister Sheila Murphy, RSM
Our Lady of Mercy
Mrs. Concetta Pace
George A. Tedesco, Sr.
Betty Tyson-Keller
Tom Udicious
George Walmsley, III
Sister Joanne Whitaker, RSM

Gifts have been made 
in memory of:

Marcus Berry
Timothy Brooks
Milbourne Cantrell
Amadeo D. Casale
Ronald Collins
Michael Conway
Antoinette Coulter
Reverend John J. Cox
Jeff Demos
Charles Di Fiore
Kermit Epps
Michael Evans
Maryrose Foley
Timothy Foster
Joanne Fritz
Keith H.
Ronnie H.
Oscar Harris
Robert & Nina Hart
Bill Herr
George E. Heywood
Greg Howard
J. J. Huddy
Gilbert Hurtt
Jim Hymes
Harry C. Lilly, Sr.
Mary E. Lilly
Paul Livingston

Wayne Mason
Evelyn Matlick
Michael
Regina M. Moloney
Robert Murdock
Doris F. O' Connor
Paul Orlando
Dana Peura
Warren Peura
Douglas Pierce
Harold Pleasant
Laura Romine
John Romine
Johnny Romine
Clyde Sams
Clayton Scoville
Regina Sheeran
Reverend Curtis Sisco
Raheem Solomon
Edward M. Speece
Sullivan Family Members
(deceased)
Allen Talone
Nicholas Talone
Eric Van Johnson
Rose T. Varalli
Donald Troy Wiley
Charlie Wills
Ben Wilson
Alice N. Woertz
Peter Yates

In-Kind Gifts were donated by:

Ardmore United Methodist 
Church, Ardmore, PA 

Sister Carlotta Bartone, SHCJ
Diane Bones
Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas -- Combined Courts
of Philadelphia

Thomas Cavanaugh
Gertrude Cromwell
Dignity -- Philadelphia Chapter
Episcopal Academy, Merion, PA
Faithful Temple Baptist Church, 

Philadelphia, PA
Vince Gallagher

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Huddy
Anna Katz
Frank Lero
Les Dix Mesdames
Florence Levy
Troy Madres
Yvonne Maksym
Tom & Mary McGovern
Merion Mercy Academy, 

Merion Station, PA
Constance Moore
Philadelphia Moulding 

Company, Inc.
Letitia Principato
Robert Quinn-O'Connor
Richard Rasmindarya
Geraldine Reed
Resurrection of Our Lord 

Church, Philadelphia, PA
Mrs. Elise Rice
St. Joseph's Elementary School, 

West Milford, NJ
St. Mary's Episcopal Church, 

Pleasantville, NJ
St. Thomas of Villanova Church, 

Rosemont, PA
St. Thomas' (Whitemarsh) 

Episcopal Church, 
Fort Washington, PA

Sisters of Mercy, 
Sea Isle City, NJ

Jane Sullivan
Chris Teti
Top Ladies of Distinction
Universal Masonic Brotherhood 

& Order of Eastern Star
V. S. Naiken, MD
West Philadelphia Seventh Day 

Adventist Church
Jet Wimp

We thank all those who  con-
tinue to support us financially
and in other ways throughout
the year.



Paper Products:
Paper towels, Napkins, Facial
Tissues, Toilet Tissue,
Cleaning Products
Bleach, Glass Cleaner, Air
Freshener, Antibacterial Soft Soap,
Laundry Detergent
Food:
Canned Tuna, Campbell's Chunky
Soup, Progresso Soup
Coffee, Canned Salmon

Miscellaneous:
Tupperware Containers (various
sizes)
13 gallon and 33 gallon Trash Bags,
Q-tips, Dryer Sheets, Eucerin Lotion.

call us to donate: 215-684-0480
Shop On-Line to Support Calcutta
House! Go to our secure location:
www.calcuttahouse.efunddrive.com

1601 West Girard Avenue
Philadelphia PA 19130-1614

Non-profit
Organization U.S.

Postage PAID
Philadelphia, PA
Permit No. 578

Contribute Online At: www.calcuttahouse.org /g iv ing.htm

Help people by donating the following items:

Calcutta House is a charitable, tax-exempt, private
non-profit organization providing specialized housing
and care for adults with AIDS.  A copy of our official
registration and financial information may be obtained
from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling
toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999.
Registration does not imply endorsement.

Funding for housing and related services for our resi-
dents is provided in part by Philadelphia's Office of
Housing & Community Development, and the United
States Department of Housing & Urban Development.

Funding for care services to our residents is provided
in part through Philadelphia's Department of Public
Health AIDS Activities Coordinating Office, the Office of
Mental Health, the Coordinating Office of Drug and
Alcohol Addiction Programs, the Philadelphia AIDS
Consortium; and Pennsylvania's Department of Public
Welfare and Department of Health.


